Dear Oary, 


10/15/71 


as you probably realised long ago when I said I was going to become a hermit and 

lot all tli . o there fucicup as they would, I could not aid would not. Nor am 1 immune to 

error, and I sup. os- • that, . unconsciously, I also kne . that I couldn't. but I detest the 
need, and none of the consequences are distasteful, others uneomfrotuble. If all those 
who have, perforce, become no more than dabblers were nob either ridden with secret 
ambitions and ego or resentful of criticism to th . degree they will not test their notions, 
most of those tiling , could be oliiajiiateu. 

'The drain on me in heavy and at a time I can be; r it least well . 

I haven't time for complete explanations, but you rd sunder stood red or bylvia 
misunderstood you. bhe v/as wilting you, wearily she said, when I phoned her last night. 

She didii' b realise she was saying- it, but she was really saying, among other tilings, that 
she regretted being brought into the Cyril latter, unly because she is unwell and also 
mystified. bho doesn't understand it. I am a bit disappointed because of us bylvia is the 

one I'd have felt would luive understood the critical implications in tinetiv ly. ou know 

the respect ^ have for her mind. I also know her passions and her special waned on as you 
do not and her acute personal problems , which I always undertake to consider to the degree 

1 can. <md there i. the problem almost veryone has of being locked into the past, into 

the mol edge and the under standings of the past. I tliiuk our loss is cn e .greater with 
bylvia, v/; .0 suffers what should not be a suffering but in our society is, that sin- is also 
a woijan. While tide iui , in my view, certain great advantages, Lt also is a severe limitation 
S&e could nob, as a woman, dare do some of the tilings that liave be..n no sweat for me or 

would not ue for you. We suffer for is, because she has a remarkable mind. 

Like me, she is aging, whatever is ailing her, she didfi&t toll ..:e one I dichi' t 
ask. bho is emotionally tom over the redic table ueath of a spiled cat tha t was her sole 
companion after her husband's death. It is, for example , with deep misgivings that 1 asked 
her to defang the panel part of Ki II, an, then with assurances that slis should not find 
badly if she cannot. 

/*nyv/ay, to co; it* to the point, she did encourage uyril to se,.k access to the pictures 
and i^-ray and. even after lied'c all hasn't given any thought to the possible consequences. 

This is, I sup o so, natural, for it is in all ways an area she La.n 1 1 explored. bhu nan been 
lathed to a desk and lias been spared tlie fights and the personal confrontations that tells 
us about our adversary a bit more- than that I 10 is always dishonest. Her reason, as she 
explained it, is now tiiat the time lias come it would bo a gi’oat tragedy if somebody didn't 
ap;*ly. uhiqh, as of 1 % 5 9 is a quite proper attitude. bhe repeated tids several times. I, in 
turn, didn t tell her why there is tide hazard, for I want her to start thiiiidng in terms 
of the pro cent. is inevitable that she be consult. me, for how many ar.. there who can be 
to test my judgement? hut that ccui t be done in terms of the state of her under.*. tending as 
of the time she did the inded or rewrote her book.And she can be bulrhoadod as none of us 
can be, und we are a bull headed lot, for the most part, bo, she lias to ao things her way. 

She may or may not agive with ue, wldch will not influence my judgenait. I iiavo already 
tastes it with a donator I trust, his administrative assistant, and even Jim ^esar, and 
all agree the potential is see i3 there ana is real, bo you can understand me in this, my 
instinctive response when the benator, an old friend onu a friend of faddy's, offered 
immediately to spem: to liim. uo went further, and just said he would. .am I f lt 1 had to 
ask him not to. Then, after I thought about it, I took time to write him a let cor saying 
that i-aybe if his Aa didn't succeed he should. 

The- point of udsunders anding is that byril lias been promised ace os • fhei’e are 
ciifforrnt formulations, depending on my source, but in all cases tiiis is merely that 
K rsiuil has given his assent, i’lio odds are against til- government doing it, but the chance 
is one we dare not risk because of the possible and I tiiink porbable consequences. If Led 
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h f’n* t explained them, I’m not going to take the time now. I'm writing till a at the cost 
oi‘ my morning walk, which I've given up for severed weeks now and shouldn't. 


I also am not a roach, as I suppose my reputation lias grown onto because ui have 
bean so durable. ± have many serious problem I have liad to lay aside, and I therefore, if 
on no other basis, should not bo wasting time. 1 have a series of court papers in a suit 
to recover vCOO long owed me tliat I got five days ago and haveii 0 t even looked at. Aiis, at 
least, is a measure of thu seriousness with which 1 regard the present situation. 

Wo all have responsibilities to questions the judgements of all others, do are none 
immune to error, .md even the more irresponsible, like J ohn, do have serious purposes, 
(digression: T’red is up to some tiling even the CTIA thinks is insane, an that must be 
really insane. but if Bpraguo 3ays it is crazy, can you imagine what is i3? He says he lias 
now proven with Zapruder that the Secret Service shot Jkh. If there is any tkm to be lost, 
the cost is least ..hen it is tliat of the CflA. “aturaliy, of course, they uidnSt consult 
me auout this. Why should they, since I have a bettor copy of the film tna., they can see 
and liave done most work with it? iiut here I'm glad they didnBt, because I donp,t want to 
waste time.) oo, *** have no objection to being checked, out. out I do tili ng it would bo 
better to begin with me aim not involve others unless necessary. x f I don t satisfy you, 
tnen go further and independently. The consequence of the advice you gave wed, and he was 
right to seek advice, is tliat no tiling lias bben accomplished but the waste of time for 
several people. -H lias cost me better than about eight to ten hours now, aria there are 
better ways for i.m to spend them. This is a political not a factual situation, and oylvia'a 
fine mind could have been of value only if she were possessed of the factual und^rtsanding 
necessary for its woridLng. bhe is not. 

bp, one of my purposes is to ask you if there is another such case, and there may 
well be, anst to start in a dif f e rent way. fir: t ask me to explain to you. if you had, in 
this case, I'm confident tliat you’d have understood, lied would have had the independent 
judgement he wanted, anu the time and other costs would have been slight. 

It is irrelevant whether or not Marshall is part of any scheme, which 1 consider 
the height of impor liability. ;vnd, unless byivia misunderstood you, it is not possible for 
him to have been promised access exc .pt wh$t is impossible, tliat the government tolu him 
on the q.t. that they'll allows it. ho can t make formal application for two more weeks. 

The danger is tliat they'll then see ho.; tlds can be converted infct marvelous 
mechanism for cleansing the entire executive branch, making heros of Hixon, i-itchell, 
Aleindienst and especially ^over, the villains, and pinning full responsibility on the 
kennedys. 1 ou can t be aware of the basis tliat lias been laid, but I think you know enough 
about it. vnid once tills happens , once it starts, it is irreversible. The denial will n ver 
liavo a chance to catch up. If this e2q>lanation doesn t suit you, you* 11 have to phone mo. 

The one other tiling I'll add is tliat this is personally troubling to mo for two reasons 
It uuuormines ;:iy faith in one in whom 1 had liad boundless faith, Cyril, who may liave been but 
another to abuse my trust; and because from wliat I know, from our correspondence anu the 
nature of the relationship I thought we liad, the conclusions tnat lie is off on an egotist 
whether or not true, is unavpidable. He lias been totally silent, completely imresponsive, and 
has failed to do a single thing to help me even wheel he promised the simplest. n 0 refused to 
help with the suit for the pictures and fended off other tilings. And I appear to be the one 
person he linen* t told of his plans, what surprised Sylvia, is tliat he has taken time to 
write me. Ac is busy, making much ood from being busy* He is not as preoccupied as I am, 
which makes mo perhaps less sympathetic than she is. But she liad just assumed he wasn't 
writing mo. The fact is tliat lie answers my letters. But non— rosponsivley. u o just tells me 
how groat I am. Tliat means no tiling to me, unless I toko it as a measure of ills purposes, bhe 

liad just ssunod he was too busy to write, oo, in order to reassure her on the poi*.t, X am 

s. adding her in tills ; nil Ay August reminder to liim tliat ho hadxiqt provided the simple tiling 

ho liad promised, his letter telling rae how great I am, and not the first of trio sort, and 
my response, not more than a fionth old and still unanswered, saying tliat tills is not what I 
was soliciting and tliat 1 don t have what ho promised yot. moat regards. 


